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“Man vs. Wild” [Fire]

Pastor Jeremiah Siers


The Spirit of God leads Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted, Moses spends forty years in the desert before God calls him to deliver Israel from Egypt, The children of Israel spend forty years wandering in the wilderness before God brings them into the promise land.  Surviving the wilderness is a regular theme in the scriptures.  Everyone loves a good survival story.  It’s when the odds are stacked against us and we are stretched to our limits that we find out who we really are.  Join us for “Man vs. Wild” as we explore how to keep our faith and hope alive in the wilderness.

· In almost every religion on the face of the earth, you will find a sacred significance attached to fire.  What are some of the characteristics of fire that reflect the divine?

· Following Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the Garden (God’s presence), there are no physical appearances of God on earth.  God finally reveals something of himself to Moses from a burning bush.  Read Exodus 3:1-5.  What does this encounter teach us about how God desires to be perceived?
Consider the following:

· The Bush is engulfed in flames but is not burning up  
· Moses is warned not to stand to close to the flame.  He is also instructed to remove his shoes for the ground is holy.
· What are some additional references in the scriptures where God chooses to reveal himself through fire?  Is it a common occurrence?
                                                                            [more on back]
God chooses to reveal himself through fire.  What does this teach us about Him?
Fire has no Form
· Read Dt. 4:15-24.  Moses tells Israel that God revealed himself through fire in order to show them he is without form.  Therefore, he instructs them not to worship idols.  Why do you think God kept his identity a mystery?
Fire Purifies
· This God who resides in fire is a holy God.  One of the common uses of fire is to purify, or refine.  Read 1 Cor. 3:11-15.  What is God’s purpose in refining/purifying our lives with His fire?


Fire represents Power
· From God’s encounters with Moses and the children of Israel on Mt. Sinai, We learn that the fire of God is unapproachable.  However, in Acts 2 Jesus baptizes the believers in the upper room with fire and fills them with the presence of the Holy Spirit.  What is the significance of this?
· What does it mean to you knowing that as a believer in Jesus Christ you are filled with the fullness of the power of God



My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Dt. 4:24 this week.

· I would like to receive a Thanksgiving food package next week.
