Deepersheet 


Hebrews [Final instructions]

Jeremiah Siers
“In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at various times and in many ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by His Son.”  Hebrews is a book about Jesus.  It paints a beautiful portrait of who Jesus is, “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being.”  If there is any question as to who God is, we find the answer in Jesus Christ.  Hebrews tells us that God has revealed himself to the world.  He is not distant, hiding off in the shadows.  What can be known about him has been made plain through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Join us as we explore the revelation of Jesus Christ through the book of Hebrews.

  
· While God is almost exclusively referred to as our Father in heaven, there are many metaphors in scripture revealing his motherly side.  Should we describe God using terms such as male, or female? 

· What is the significance of God revealing Himself as our Father?  Is it significant that Jesus referred to Him in this way?  What about the fact that Jesus, who is God, came to earth as a man? 

· Does it make you uncomfortable at all to view God as a mother, or having more feminine qualities?  Why?
Luke 13:34
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing!”
· While some complain that certain characterizations of Jesus make him out to be more feminine than he truly was, Jesus was undeniably a man who was in touch with his feminine side.  What do you think Jesus was like?
                                                                                    [more on back]
A Mother’s Compassion
God is gracious and compassionate, loving to all he has made.  This is perhaps most clearly seen through the love that he has placed within a mother’s heart for her child.

· Describe a time when you experienced compassion from your own mother, or a motherly figure in your life?

A Mother’s Unfailing Love
If one really thinks about it, God’s paternity towards his creation is much more closely linked to the bond that a mother has with her child than a father’s.  A mother carries her baby while it is formed in her womb.  God created us by forming and fashioning us out of the dust of the ground, then he breathed his breathe of life into us.  
· Read Jeremiah 1:5.  How would you describe the similarities between how God loves his creation and how a mother loves her own child?

A Mother’s Sacrificial Love
John 16
21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world.


· Jesus sacrificed his life on the cross for the joy set before him.  What is the joy set before you?  What pain, hardship, trial are you currently enduring because you believe it will end in joy? 
Coming up ... 
     May 20th  – Pentacost :: “Week 1” (Richard Vicknair)

     May 27th  – Pentacost :: “Week 2” (Jeremiah Siers)



My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Hebrews 13:20-21.

· I will complete the deeper sheet for this week.

· I would like to sign up for the Alpha Course (May 20th)
