Deeper Sheet 
Westside Church DNA Series

Part 1 – Connecting With God

Richard Vicknair

In this series, which we call our DNA series we will be discussing our Core Values as a church.  In a nutshell our focus and emphasis is on three important things:  
1.  Our Connection with God; 

2.  Our Connection with one another 

3.  Our Connection with the world for Evangelism and Compassion  
The text for our discussion on “Our Connection with God” is found in 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20

17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 

18 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

19 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

20 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
Note that the most predominant word in this passage is “reconcile” 

Questions: 

1. What does verse 18 say that God has done for us in Christ? 

2. What ministry has He given us? 
3. In verse 19, What does God have in mind for the world? 
4. What has God committed to us? 
5. In verse 20, How title does God give us in this world? 
6. What message are we bringing to the world? 
Reconcile is an interesting word to choose to describe what has happened to us in our relationship to God 

It is an interesting word to describe the message of the gospel 

And an interesting word to carry to the world because it’s a word that describes a conflict that needs to be settled.  Note these words “Opposed, estrangement, quarrel, difference, conflict” 

Have you ever thought of your salvation as a “Conflict or a quarrel that has been settled between you and God?
We generally view ourselves as victims and not villains, but the bible clearly says these words in Romans 5:10 
“For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son”

Consider this:  Our actions of independence, stubbornness, willfulness and rebellion where the actions of an “enemy or adversary” of God.   When we came to Christ we were not just “accepting His Salvation”  We were “Surrendering”!  Pause and think about that? 

As a part of this Deeper Sheet exercise we not only want to view our salvation as an act of surrender, we want to surrender even more of ourselves to God.  

Here’s the big question of the day:  

Do you think that there are more things for you to “surrender” in your heart, soul, flesh and mind, in order to be more fully reconciled to God?  

Let’s Make A List: 

Let’s consider our own nature for a moment and make a list of “Things About Me That I Still Need to Surrender to the Lord” 

1. ___________________ 2.________________ 3.______________

4. ___________________ 5. _______________  6. ______________

Need more room?  Get a piece of paper 

Tonight we want to bring those area to the Lord and surrender them to Him.  

Conclude by doing just that in prayer…..
