Deepersheet 

Planted [Dry Places]
Garth Neufeld
Isaiah 40:
1 Comfort, comfort my people,
    says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.

3 A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare
    the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert
    a highway for our God.

· What exactly is the wilderness? What are your experiences of ‘dry places’?

· Are there examples from your life that might indicate what kind of season you are in right now? Are you well-watered? Dry? Somewhere in the middle? 

· How can you prepare the way of the Lord in the desert?

Jesus told his disciples “In this world you will have trouble.”

· What do you think he meant by ‘trouble’?
· How do your temporary view of things and your eternal view of things cause you trouble? 
Israel failed their testing in the Wilderness, but Jesus overcame the wilderness temptations. 

· Why do you think God led them each to the wilderness?

· What can we learn from the differences in these two stories?
       
                                                                      [more on back]
The wilderness is a place where we are purified and transformed. It is a place where old things are left to die, and new life is given. It is God’s place of ultimate faithfulness. 
· How can you sustain yourself while in the Dry Places?
Hosea 6:3

Let us press on to know the Lord.  His going forth is as certain as the dawn; And He will come to us, like the rain, like the spring rain watering the earth.
The Place Where I Am

1. By His Appointment – God brought me here. It is by His Will that I am in this place. In that I will rest.

2. In His Keeping – He will keep me here in His love and give me grace in this trial to live as His child.

3. Under His Training – He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons he intends for me to learn and working in me the grace he means to bestow. It is more important for me to learn the lesson I am here to learn, than to solve the problem.

4. For His Time – In His good time he can bring me out again, how and when He knows.

--Andrew Murray
Coming up ... 
     July 15st   – Planted :: “Being Rooted” (Jeremiah Siers)
     July 22th  – Planted :: “Parable of the Mustard Seed” (Richard Vicknair)


My next step today ...

· I am making a decision to follow Jesus.

· I will meditate on the prayer of Andrew Murray.
· I will do the Planted Journal this week.
