Deepersheet

“Can You See Him?” [Isaac]

Pastor Jeremiah Siers


For many, seeing is believing.  It’s natural to want proofs and facts before accepting the wild claims of Christianity – that the man called Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  What we can’t see with our natural eyes, or prove beyond a shadow of a doubt with scientific evidence, God has revealed to us through His Word.  The Apostle Paul said, “Now we see only a reflection as in a mirror, then we shall see face to face.”  Join us at Westside Church as we seek to discover the reflection of Jesus from the scriptures.  We’re taking a closer look while asking the question, “Can you see Him?”  
· Read 1 Peter 1:10-12.  Peter says that the prophets who wrote the scriptures and even angels long to look into the great salvation that Jesus has and will provide.  Are you inspired to discover more of Jesus in the scriptures?  Why would angels long to look into these things?

Today we are going to be looking at the life of Isaac as a type of Christ.  As we study the life of this son of Abraham, the son of promise, ask yourself the question, “Can you see Him?”

· Read Genesis 12:1 and Genesis 22:1-2.  Compare both of these requests/Calls that God gave to Abraham.  In what ways are they similar?  What was Abrahams response in both situations?

· Read Genesis 22:1-19.  What is your initial response to this story?  Is there anything in this story that inspires you, confuses you, or angers you? 

· Were you ever taught this story in Sunday School?  Did you ever here this story as a child?  If so, do you remember your reaction?
                                                                                      [more on back]
· Read Deuteronomy 12:31-32.  This passage makes it apparent that God hates child sacrifice.  How can we reconcile that with the story of Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22?

· What is it about this story in Genesis 22 that points you to Jesus Christ?  
 
Theophany – (ἡ) Θεοφάνεια from the Ancient Greek meaning “an appearance of God”

The story of Abraham offering Isaac as a sacrifice to God is a theophany of Jesus Christ.  This story is found in both the Bible and in the Koran.

	Isaac
	Jesus

	Abraham’s beloved son (Gen. 22:2)
	God’s beloved Son (John 3:16)

	To be sacrificed on the mountains of Moriah (Gen. 22:2)
	Was crucified on the summit of mt. Moriah (Golgotha) (Mk. 15:22)

	Carried the wood for the sacrifice on his back (Gen. 22:6)
	Carried a wooden cross on his back (Jn. 19:17-18)

	Considered dead by his father for three days (Gen. 22:4)
	Dead for three days (Mt. 12:40; 1 Cor. 15:3-4)

	Life was spared by a Ram caught in the thicket (Gen. 22:13)
	Jesus was the lamb of God who wore a crown of thorns (Jn. 19:5)

	His father did not spare him (Gen. 22:12)
	His father did not spare him (Rom. 8:31-32)

	His life raised by the power of God (Gen. 22:13)
	Was raised to life by the power of God (Rom. 8:11)


Coming up ... 
     October 23rd – Man Vs. Wild :: “Compass” (Pastor RV)

     October 30th – Man Vs. Wild ::  “Shelter” (Pastor JS)


My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Romans 8:31-32 this week.

· I will complete the deeper sheet this week

· Sign me up to help out at the “Candy Zone”






