Deepersheet 


Advent “Preparation”
Pastor Jeremiah Siers


This is the season of advent.  It’s much bigger than just Christmas day.  It’s an entire season that is all about anticipating the birth of Christ.  It’s about longing for and desiring that which is yet to come – that which is here, but not yet.  We recognize that all is not as it should be.  There is an ache in our hearts.    We long for the day when Jesus will come again to set things in order and restore peace to our broken world just as he came two thousand years ago to announce the coming of his kingdom.  Advent is about restoring hope to our world.  It invades the dark, despairing corridors of our hearts with the message that God has not abandoned the world.  He will not leave us forsaken.  Join us this advent season as we open our hearts wide to hope in Christ’s return – even as he has already come.
· Do you observe advent?  If yes, How are you planning on doing so this year?

· When you think of the true meaning of Christmas, in what ways do you think we, as a culture, are missing the point?  What traditions, or celebrations of Christmas have you seen, or been a part of that brings the experience of Christmas back to its center? 
Advent readings this morning: Psalm 85:1-2; 8-13, Mark 1:1-8, Isaiah 40:1-11

This morning’s message is focused on the word “preparation” which is the message that John the Baptist proclaimed shortly before Jesus began his public ministry and revealed himself as the Son of God.  

· What does it mean to be prepared for the coming of the Lord?

· How can we heed these words from John the Baptist today?
                                                                                      [more on back]
Preparation takes Humility

“Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill laid low.” (Is. 40:4)

· Read James 4:6, Mt. 23:12.  What is it about humility that God is particularly attracted to?  What is it about pride that he resists?
· Consider the Christmas story.  Why do you think the messiah came into this world in such a humble way (scandalous birth, visited by shepherds, born in a manger, no room for him)?
· In what ways do you need to develop humility in your life to prepare for Christ’s coming?
 
Preparation takes Endurance

· Read Matthew 25:1-13.  In what ways in life do you resemble the foolish virgins who were caught unprepared because they put off for tomorrow what they needed to do today?  
· What does it take to develop endurance for your spirit?
Preparation takes Focus
· It’s easy to lose focus.  How have you let the busyness of life sidetrack you from your true priorities?  Have you set aside time during this advent season to wait, to watch, to live in the moment and be at peace?
Coming up ... 
     December 11th – Advent :: Joy (Pastor RV)

     December 18th –  Advent :: Peace (Pastor JS)


My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Mark 1:2-3 this week.

· I will complete the deeper sheet this week

· I am planning on bringing ___ amount of Christmas boxes for the Juvenile Detention Center

