Deepersheet 


Advent “Peace”
Pastor Jeremiah Siers


This is the season of advent.  It’s much bigger than just Christmas day.  It’s an entire season that is all about anticipating the birth of Christ.  It’s about longing for and desiring that which is yet to come – that which is here, but not yet.  We recognize that all is not as it should be.  There is an ache in our hearts.    We long for the day when Jesus will come again to set things in order and restore peace to our broken world just as he came two thousand years ago to announce the coming of his kingdom.  Advent is about restoring hope to our world.  It invades the dark, despairing corridors of our hearts with the message that God has not abandoned the world.  He will not leave us forsaken.  Join us this advent season as we open our hearts wide to hope in Christ’s return – even as he has already come.

· Christmas is billed to us as a time of peace (think Norman Rockwell, snowy New England villages, joyful family dinners, etc).  However, increasingly it’s being considered the busiest time of the year.  What has contributed to this transformation over the years?

· What is your experience of the holiday season like?  Is it a peaceful time, or does it produce stress and anxiety? 
This morning’s message is focused on the word “Peace”.  Jesus birth was proclaimed to the shepherds with angels announcing peace on earth and goodwill to men (Lk. 2:14).  God’s son was foretold by the prophet Isaiah to be named the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).  

· Consider the events of Jesus’ birth.  Would you describe Mary’s birth as a particularly peaceful time?

· Read Lk. 2:34-35.  If Jesus is the Prince of Peace, how should we understand these words from Simeon?
                                                                                      [more on back]
· In what ways has Jesus brought peace to our world today?  In what ways has Jesus and His gospel produced tension in our world today?
Philippians 4
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

· According to the Apostle Paul (Phil. 4:5-7), how can we experience the peace that transcends understanding?
· What will it take for you to become more aware of God’s presence in your life?

Key Point: The presence of God produces the peace of God.

Coming up ... 
     December 24th – Christmas Eve :: Advent Candles
     December 25th –  Advent :: Christ (Pastor RV)


My next step today ...

· I am making a first time decision to follow Jesus.

· I will memorize Phil. 4:4-7 this week.

· I will complete the deeper sheet this week

